CITY OF UNION CITY

AGENDA
GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2014 AT 6:30 p.m.
IN THE CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM OF CITY HALL
34009 ALVARADO-NILES BLVD., UNION CITY, CALIFORNIA
I.

CALL to ORDER / ROLL CALL:
GPAC MEMBERS: Jim Navarro (City Council Member); Pat Gacoscos (City Council
Member); Lee Guio (Planning Commissioner); Roy Panlilio (Planning Commissioner);
Chuck Kennedy (Parks & Recreation Commission); Yesenia Molinar (Human Relations
Commission); Domingo Filardo (Senior Commission); Jaden Gray (Youth Commission);
Lance Nishihira (EDAT); Sarabjit Cheema (NHUSD); Barry Ferrier (At-large); Lisa Mata (Atlarge); Vincent Tice (At-large); William Syme (Business Representative); Larry Bowen
(Chamber of Commerce).

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

III.

BUSINESS MATTERS:
A.

STATUS REPORT ON THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE (VERBAL)

B.

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 / MINDMIXER ON-LINE TOWN
HALL FORUM COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION OF CITY ISSUES, ASSETS,
OPPORTUNITIES*

C.

REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN OF DRAFT VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES*

IV.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:
(This is an opportunity for persons to speak on items not listed on the agenda.)

V.

ADJOURNMENT:

* Staff Report Attached

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the General Plan Advisory Committee regarding any item on this
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Counter at City Hall located at 34009
Alvarado-Niles Road, Union City, California, during normal business hours.

CITY OF UNION CITY

MINUTES
GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2014 AT 7:00 p.m.
IN THE CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM OF CITY HALL
34009 ALVARADO-NILES BLVD., UNION CITY, CALIFORNIA
I.

CALL to ORDER: 7:05 pm
GPAC MEMBERS: Pat Gacoscos (City Council Member); Lee Guio (Planning
Commissioner); Roy Panlilio (Planning Commissioner); Chuck Kennedy (Parks &
Recreation Commission); Michele Wms-Smith (Human Relations Commission); Domingo
Filardo (Senior Commission); Jaden Gray (Youth Commission); Lance Nishihira (EDAT);
Sarabjit Cheema (NHUSD); Barry Ferrier (At-large); Lisa Mata (At-large); Vincent Tice (Atlarge); Larry Bowen (Chamber of Commerce).
Staff: Joan Malloy (Economic and Community Development Director); Carmela Campbell
(Planning Manager); Ted Holzem (Mintier Harnish Project Manager)

II.

BUSINESS MATTERS:
A.

OVERVIEW OF GPAC RULES OF PROCEDURE
Carmela Campbell provided an overview of the GPAC rules of procedure.
Powerpoint presentation is available for review at
http://www.uc2040.com/meetings/.

B.

OVERVIEW OF 2002 (CURRENT) UNION CITY GENERAL PLAN
Carmela Campbell provided an overview of the City’s 2002 General Plan. GPAC
members asked several clarifying questions. Powerpoint presentation is available
for review at http://www.uc2040.com/meetings/.

III.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: (This is an opportunity for persons to speak on items not
listed on the agenda.)

IV.

ADJOURNMENT: 8:40 pm

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the General Plan Advisory Committee regarding any item on this
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Counter at City Hall located at 34009
Alvarado-Niles Road, Union City, California, during normal business hours.

DATE:

OCTOBER 15, 2014

TO:

GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (GPAC)

FROM:

JOAN MALLOY, ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 /
MINDMIXER ON-LINE TOWN HALL FORUM
COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION OF CITY ISSUES,
ASSETS, OPPORTUNITIES

BACKGROUND
On September 20, 2014, the City held its first community workshop on the General Plan
Update. The focus of the workshop was to work with community members to begin to
develop a vision for the future of Union City through 2040 and to identify the city’s
major assets, issues and opportunities. The workshop was held at the Ralph & Mary
Ruggieri Senior Center. Approximately 50 participants attended the workshop.
The City has also created an on-line town Hall forum hosted by Mindmixer. The on-line
forum will be utilized throughout the update process and provide an opportunity for
community members to provide feedback. The forum will be periodically updated with
questions that are similar to those addressed at a corresponding community workshop.
The forum provides an opportunity to gather input from community members who either
cannot attend a workshop or prefer to provide comments in writing.
DISCUSSION
The first community workshop provided the public with information on the purpose,
scope, and schedule of the General Plan update. The workshop also provided the
community with opportunities to provide input on what they felt were Union City’s most
important assets and opportunities, what critical issues and topics should be addressed in
the General Plan, and their vision for the future of the City.
Overall, workshop participants had a positive outlook of Union City and thought that it
was a safe, clean, and welcoming community. Attendees were also optimistic about
future growth and change. Many attendees identified the city’s open space and parks as
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community assets. Others touted the City’s cultural diversity and central location in the
Bay Area as important assets emphasizing their importance on the City’s future economic
growth. Several of the City’s districts were identified as assets including the Station
District, Union Landing, and the Alvarado Historic District.
Workshop participants identified opportunities for improvement within the City that were
grouped into five major categories including Open Space / Parks; Youth; Crime; Mobility
/ Transportation; and Economic Development. Participants also identified amenities and
features that they would either like to see developed or see more of within the City. These
included: high-density transit-oriented development; walkable streets; public art; senior
facilities (senior housing, senior care, senior fitness center, etc.); enhanced bicycle
facilities; new or enhanced public facilities and public transportation options; and urban
agriculture.
Also attached to this staff report is a list of the responses that the City have received to
questions posted on the on-line town hall forum as of October 9, 2014 entitled
“Mindmixer Idea Report.” The questions are very similar to those posed at the
workshop. Staff will be preparing a summary of the comments once the forum closes,
which is anticipated to occur the week of October 20th.
The feedback from the community workshop and on-line town hall forum will be used to
define the community’s values in order to help draft a vision appropriate to Union City,
inform the Land Use Alternative phase of the update, and establish a basis for updating
the goals, policies, and programs of the current General Plan.
RECOMMEDATION
It is recommended that the GPAC review the attached Community Workshop #1
Summary Report and the town hall forum comments. It is further recommended that the
GPAC confirm the issues, assets, and opportunities listed in these documents.
Prepared by:
Carmela Campbell,
Planning Manager

Attachment 1: Community Workshop #1 Summary
Attachment 2: Mindmixer Idea Report

1

Topic Name: General Comments
Idea Title: for more retail in Station district
Idea Detail: I like more hosing and business on top with retail tenant like whole foods at the
center also would like to see redesign mixed use markplace shopping center with safeway
more parking in the center for future bart riders
Idea Author: Kendahyl W
Comment 1: Also, please make it possible to walk through bart to reach Station District. | By
Tejasvini P
Idea Title: NO BUILDING EAST OF MISSION BLVD.!
Idea Detail: 20 years ago, the citizens of Union City, voted NOT to build east of Mission Blvd.!
Now, we have a measure on the ballot, that would eliminate that vote! It seems, that if you
have enough MONEY, you can side step ANY measure that was passed and eliminate it!
Idea Author: gil M
Idea Title: A way to unite the citizens of Union City
Idea Detail: Since Union City has many citizens that come from all parts of the world, I would
suggest an idea that would unite the citizens of Union City. I propose a night market, similar to
the ones in Asian cities, like Taipei. This would promote cultural diversity and night life in Union
City.
Idea Author: Bob H

2

Idea Title: We need...
Idea Detail: A bagel shop!
Idea Author: Nancy G
Idea Title: Increase home value
Idea Detail: Rezone industrial areas for residential.
Idea Author: Tony C

Idea Title: Please Please Please, make it a point to allow the citizens
Idea Detail: to give their input about changes in the city. Canlas was very sneaky to change
the name of Alvarado School to a Filipino name. Why were the citizens not given
a chance to vote?
Also, if the city is called to check on an installation of a water heater, then that is what we
need, the city should not insist on holding back the signature because they insist on coming
into our homes to inspect anything else. Give citizens some respect.
This is an invasion of privacy.
We call for 1 purpose but will not sign us off because the city wants to enter into our homes for
a different purpose. That is unethical.
Idea Author: Oldemiro G

4

Topic Name: Assets
Idea Title: Need MORE open space!
Idea Detail: Why does it keep telling me, that a title and description are required?? Wheredo I
input a title and description??
Idea Author: gil M
Idea Title: Location, size, relatively quiet city
Idea Detail: Union City is centrally located, with easy commute around Bay Area. It is of
relatively small to medium size.
Idea Author: Marius D

Idea Title: The weather, the library, proximity to coyote hills park
Idea Detail: Add more parks
Idea Author: Ritchie F
Comment 1: Don't forget proximity to quarry lakes and the Alameda Creek trail in between. |
By Joe B

Idea Title: Enforce the speed limits on Union City Boulevard.
Idea Detail: The speed limits on UCBlvd are NOT observed. Speeds are well above 55 mph.
The areas between Delaine Easton School and the communities it serves are of special
concern.
The fines that could be collected would probably exceed the extra tax imposed a while ago.
Idea Author: Ritchie F

Idea Title: One High School and good education board
Idea Detail: That's the reason why we move to Union City 14 years ago. One High School
allows kids to taste the "real world" under a "controllable environment" before they move
forward to their College or work. Learnt how to deal with people with different prescriptive
during their high school years help them to be a real person in the society.
Idea Author: Albert W

5

Idea Title: The trees, the beautiful hills and the feel of a small town
Idea Detail: Preserve the nature in the city, and do what we can to promote the environment.
Examples include all city buildings and schools should use solar and be energy efficient. All
planning to take into account maintaining our wildlife and their needs.
Idea Author: peggy W

Idea Title: The variety of people
Idea Detail: There is a large variety of different people in terms of ethnicity, economic status
and age levels.
Idea Author: Kyra S

Idea Title: Union Landing is a great shopping area and old town
Idea Detail: Union Landing needs to be maintained properly and keep homeless people off
their streets and keep it cleaner. Old town is also nice with the farmers market...we need to
put more effort into making this the town center and an attraction. Union City overall is not as
well kept or updated and i think it can be a lot more.
Idea Author: M S

Idea Title: (1) Cultural diversity, (2) Convenience, (3) Affordability
Idea Detail: (1) Cultural diversity: Iove that I live in a neighborhood of all types of people, that I
can eat at a variety of AUTHENTIC restaurants, and that my children are friends with people
from so many different backgrounds.
(2) Convenience: I live in Union City, shop at Safeway/Marina, go to the gym at Dragon's Den,
see my doctor at Kaiser, and can eat Chinese/Ramen/Tacos/Milk Tea, etc. all within 10 min!
(3) Affordability: While we aren't an inexpensive city, it's more affordable than Fremont while
still being reasonably safe. Eating and shopping in Union City is also affordable.
Idea Author: Brian H

8

Topic Name: Vision
Idea Title: Looking Ahead
Idea Detail: I think we should strive to maintain that small-town feeling while remaining
competitive. I like what's happening in the transit center area with the dense housing and
transit access. I also think we need to maintain as many parks, ballparks, fields etc as possible
to encourage teams to want to play here. We should market to and also offer perks for
industries to want to be here, providing tax revenue and jobs.
Idea Author: Nancy G

Idea Title: Could be a Bay Area's important commuter and business hub
Idea Detail: With the Bart extending to San Jose, the Downtown could be an important hub in
Bay Area, very attractive for living, working and entertainment.
Idea Author: Marius D

Idea Title: It can be the hub of East Bay
Idea Detail: Union City is in an ideal location for ppl commuting to peninsula for jobs, going to
SF and other areas. It is located between two major bridges and should be attracting big
businesses like biotech field. It has some good housing communities with high price values
and that should go across all union city areas. Sadly no city officials are able to capitalize on
its location...big opportunity that is missed. Plus many of these changes should be happening
now rather than just planning for 25yrs down the line.
Idea Author: M S

9

Idea Title: Safety
Idea Detail: Higher density housing is necessary around the Bart station to increase the tax
base, but that means we'll need more police and fire protection. The city is pretty safe now on
the West side, but that's not true in the Decoto and around the Bart station. More police
presence is an absolute necessity. It would go a long way to increase safety if there could be
a sense membership within that community that would increase neighborhood watchfulness
and increase neighborhood pride.
Idea Author: Gloria C

Idea Title: I want us to be a welcoming and vibrant city for families.
Idea Detail: I love the cultural and socio-economic diversity in Union City. But in order to be a
truly welcoming and vibrant city, we need to lift the academic achievement of students,
beautify the lower-income areas, improve relations between police and high risk communities,
provide higher quality programs and spaces for families. This will bolster things that already
make us welcoming and vibrant, like the vast array of legitimately good ethnic restaurants,
variety of cultural clubs and establishments, caring and sensitive teachers.
Idea Author: Brian H

10

Topic Name: Issues
Idea Title: Limit enrollment to Union City residents
Idea Detail: Limit all enrollment to only Union City residence. Do not allow enrollment from
outside the city.
Idea Author: Tony C

Idea Title: I believe that it is the time to buid another High School
Idea Detail: James Logan HS is overcrowded, over 4,000 students, more then 3 times than the
average for California.
A new High School will improve learning opportunities, decrease traffic congestion, increase
API etc.
Probably the best location would be on the west side.
Idea Author: Marius D
Comment 1: Logan has great facilities; its large and money can be focused on just one
location. Rather than just split Logan into two schools I think we could create smaller magnet
school(s) for some subjects (don't know which are good candidates) with Logan's main
campus still the hub of a lot of the activities. | By Gloria C
Idea Title: To start a baseball/softball league for special needs kids!
Idea Detail: I would like to start a baseball league for "special needs" kids, that would include
ALL special needs kids! We would need a field or two, and we would need uniforms (t-shirt
type) and equipment [bases (flat, to accomodate wheelchairs), balls (soft, and spongy) , bats
(made of foam), and helmets (to protect the player)]!
Idea Author: gil M

11

Idea Title: Keep it clean and improve the schools
Idea Detail: I have lived in Phx and Chicago and both of those cities have a cheaper cost of
living yet provide a cleaner safer environment along with better schools. union city has the
potential, but there doesn't seem to be any pride. I live by the walking trail yet it is not
maintained at all. Not sure what the Union City political leads are spending tax payer dollars
on?
Idea Author: M S

Idea Title: Beautification of aging but popular shopping & public spaces
Idea Detail: The shopping centers that surround Decoto & Alvarado-Niles are extremely
popular, yet they show many signs of neglect, mediocre improvements, and age. The parking
lots are old and worn. The buildings need an architectural facelift, not just a newer version of
the same old paint. Graffiti needs to be removed quickly. Sidewalks need to be de-grimed.
This will help reduce crime (which is concentrated in this shopping area and Union Landing).
Increase business. And increase local pride.
Idea Author: Brian H

Idea Title: Enforce the speed limits on UC Boulevard
Idea Detail: Drivers already treat UC Blvd like a freeway. Enforcing the speed limits, esp.
during school comings and goings, would make this place more liveable.
Idea Author: Ritchie F
Idea Title: Persuade WalMart to clean its filthy parking lot and sidewalks.
Idea Detail: People from all over the area use the UC WalMart. While WalMart does seem to
pick up loose trash, and does have a nice green area to the right of the entrance, the parking
lot surface and the sidewalks are filthy with spilled food and drink, spit, vomit, urine, chewing
gum and heaven knows what else. Given the current state of infectious diseases and our
highly diverse population, it would be a public health service to clean this place up. I want to
dip my shoes in bleach after going there. No other shopping area in adjacent Union Landing
has this problem.
Idea Author: Ritchie F

13

Topic Name: Opportunities
Idea Title: Develop the Downtown Area
Idea Detail: The Bart Station brings a few thousands of commuters into this area every day, a
good development plan will bring more businesses and more tax dollars to city's budget.
Our neighbors, Fremont and Hayward, are well ahead with this kind of projects.
Idea Author: Marius D

Idea Title: When are you going to use the old firehouse on 10th St.?
Idea Detail: A boxing club was proposed about six years ago for this site, but Mark Green was
AGAINST the idea (although he was all for the sports center that was named after him), and it
failed to pass!
Idea Author: gil M
Comment 1: 10th street is a recreation center in the summer months and there is a boxing club
there, or at least boxing lessons are provided. Its too small to become a big rec center
however. | By Gloria C
Idea Title: Clean it up and update it
Idea Detail: My main ideas are stated above. The union city library is truly disgusting and so
outdated. Why aren't tax payers dollars being investing into updating the library. If you
actually make it a new and improved place, you will have patrons coming. Look how Santa
Clara improved theirs. Seems like things take a long time to turn around in a state that is so
expensive to live in.
Idea Author: M S

DATE:

OCTOBER 15, 2014

TO:

GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (GPAC)

FROM:

JOAN MALLOY, ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:

REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN DRAFT VISION AND
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION
Staff and members of the consultant team will be working with the GPAC, the Planning
Commission, and City Council to formulate a draft vision for the General Plan update. It
is envisioned that the draft vision will guide the remainder of the update process.
Two interactive exercises (exercise #3 and #4) at the community workshop specifically
focused on better understanding the community’s vision for the future of Union City. Ted
Holzem, a member of the Mintier Harnish consultant team and the project manager, will
be providing a summary of the comments received at the workshop and on the City’s online town hall forum regarding this issue. Mr. Holzem will also be providing a summary
of the major themes listed in the current 2002 General Plan (attached) to better
understand the current General Plan vision.
RECOMMEDATION
It is recommended that the GPAC review the Community Workshop #1 Summary
Report, town hall forum comments, and attached 2002 General Plan themes. The goal of
the meeting is to begin the exercise of formulating a draft vision and guiding principles
for the General plan update.
Prepared by:
Carmela Campbell,
Planning Manager
Attachment 1: 2002 General Plan Themes

INTRODUCTION

Aerial photo of Union City’s urbanized area with the hills to the east (right) and the baylands to the west (left).

This General Plan formalizes a long-term vision for the physical, economic, and social
evolution of Union City and outlines policies, standards, and programs to guide day-to-day
decisions concerning Union City’s development. Designed to meet State general plan
requirements, the General Plan consists of two documents: this General Plan Policy
Document and a General Plan Background Report.

MAJOR THEMES IN THE GENERAL PLAN
The Union City General Plan is guided by three overarching themes: the Prosperous and
Compassionate City, Making Places in Union City, and Services and Support for a Quality
Future. These themes are described in the following paragraphs.

THE PROSPEROUS AND COMPASSIONATE CITY
In order for a city to be a compassionate community and support quality of life facilities and
programs, it must be economically healthy. Economic prosperity helps support the
community programs that citizens value. Likewise, good community services and
programs can serve as an economic development tool in attracting and retaining businesses
and residents.
The economic vitality and social welfare of a community are clearly linked. An important
part of the General Plan Update was spent ensuring that this linkage is reflected in the
General Plan.
The “Prosperous and Compassionate City” theme is supported by two elements: the
Economic Development Element and Youth, Family, Seniors, and Health Element.

February 2002
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MAKING PLACES IN UNION CITY
As Union City nears buildout and begins to redevelop, the community has placed a priority
on high quality design of new developments and the enhancement of existing places. The
community recognizes the importance of preserving neighborhoods, strengthening the
identity of retail and business districts, and enhancing connections throughout the city for
pedestrians, bicyclists, vehicles and transit. These “place making” elements include
architectural richness, beautiful streets and parks, the creation of civic spaces, connections
between districts, and the recognition of the natural landscape (the hills and the bay lands)
that frames the community.
The “Making Places in Union City” theme is supported by three elements: Land Use
Element, Community Design Element, and Transportation Element.
SERVICES AND SUPPORT FOR A QUALITY FUTURE
The City must provide services and infrastructure investments to support economic, social
and community design goals. High quality urban services (e.g., police and fire protection)
are needed to protect the population from possible hazards and to respond during
emergencies (e.g., earthquake or floods). A strong infrastructure framework includes
transportation, water and sanitation, communication, and energy delivery and conservation.
Public health and safety concerns such as nuisances (e.g., noise, odor, hazardous materials)
are also addressed.
The “Services and Support for a Quality Future” theme is supported by four elements:
Public Facilities and Services Element; Natural and Cultural Resources Element, Health and
Safety Element, and Housing Element.

SPECIFIC VISIONS
Within the three major themes, there are more specific visions for the future of Union City.
These visions provide the foundation upon which the policies and programs were
developed. The visions were generated through an extensive, two-year public participation
program. The public’s input was gained from a series of community workshops, public
hearings, and three documents that supplemented the General Plan — the Economic
Development Strategy; Youth, Family, Seniors, and Health Strategy; and Concept
Framework Plan (see page 3 for a detailed account of this public participation program).
These visions are described below.
Economic Development

#
#

ii

To create more employment opportunities in the city by intensifying industrial land
uses (i.e., transitioning from warehousing to manufacturing and high-tech/R&D
development);
To redefine Union City as a vital part of Silicon Valley by taking advantage of the
city’s many locational assets (i.e., its proximity to I-880, the Dumbarton and San
Mateo Bridges, BART and other public transit systems, elite universities, and
venture capitalists);
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#

To enhance the quality of the city’s amenities to make Union City an attractive
location for high-tech and corporate offices; and
To strengthen the city’s job base by enhancing existing commercial centers and
business districts.

#

Youth, Family, Seniors, & Health

#
#

To continue to place a high priority on programs and facilities that serve youth,
families and seniors, including recreational, sports, educational, housing, childcare
and health services; and
To encourage expanded health services and childcare/adult care in the community
through private and non-profit organizations.

Visual Quality

#
#

#
#

To enhance the distinctive districts within Union City through the preservation of
older neighborhoods (such as Old Alvarado and the Decoto) and to enrich the
identity of other districts such as the Marketplace and the Station District;
To improve Union City’s appearance by creating attractive corridors including
street, rail lines, and pedestrian pathways; enhancing gateways into the community;
and, where urban development skirts the city’s hillside and wetland areas, blend the
built environment into the community’s natural setting;
To enhance Union City’s neighborhood and community identity by creating a
cohesive urban design structure and moving away from automobile-oriented,
walled subdivisions; and
To ensure the high quality appearance of the city’s built environment by
encouraging variety in architecture, public arts programs, thematic signage, and
streetscape improvements.

Land Use and Community Development

#
#

To create a high-density, mixed-use (residential and commercial) transit village
around the intermodal facility by utilizing vacant and underutilized land and
redeveloping existing development around the BART station; and
To reinforce economic development goals and community design goals by focusing
on specific districts, such as the Station District, Central and Alvarado Technology
Districts, and Union Landing.

Environmental Quality

#
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To protect the diversity of the city’s natural resources (i.e., creeks, hills, and
marshes) by creating a harmonious coexistence with the urban environment.
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Transportation and Circulation

#
#
#

To make Union City a pedestrian-friendly city by encouraging the use trails for
walking and bicycles as an alternative to the use of private automobiles;
To develop Union City as a major regional transportation hub by redeveloping the
BART station as an intermodal facility linking multiple modes of transportation in
one location; and
To support public transit within the city and reduce single-occupant automobile
trips.

HOW THIS GENERAL PLAN WAS PREPARED
The City of Union City embarked on developing this new general plan in April 1999. This
updated plan replaces the previous General Plan that was adopted in 1986. The City used
an innovative approach in updating the Plan that included preparation of two strategic plan
documents and a Concept Framework Plan to assist the public and decision-makers in
developing key policies for the General Plan. These reports, along with an extensive public
outreach program led by the Planning Commission, proved to be an effective approach to
focusing the community's attention on key policy issues.
Economic Development and Youth, Family, Seniors, and Health Strategy
Early in the General Plan Update process, the City prepared an Economic Development
Strategy and a Youth, Family, Seniors, and Health Strategy to guide the preparation of the
General Plan. The City developed these strategies following a series of public workshops
that helped to mold citizen concerns and ideas into building blocks for future policy
development. The following is a short description of both strategies:
Economic Development Strategy
The purpose of the Economic
Development Strategy is to assess the
potential for various types of future
economic activity in Union City, to set
out the overall framework for
economic growth, and to identify
strategic actions for key opportunity
sites throughout the city.
In mid-1999, the Planning Commission
conducted two economic development
workshops. The first workshop was
held on July 15, 1999, and focused on Citizens participate in workshop
economic objectives.
The public
helped to identify the top economic advantages, challenges, and objectives for Union City.
On August 7, 1999, the Planning Commission held a second workshop focusing on land
use strategies for the City. The public identified important existing business addresses and
opportunity sites, identified the types of uses that should be located in opportunity sites, and
evaluated the economic implications of their plans.
iv
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